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agree, that the Red-Bird had never before soiled his fingers
with the blood of the white man, or committed a bad action.
His war-pipe, bound close to his heart, seemed to indicate his
love of war, in common with his race, which was no longer to
be gratified. The red cloth, however, may have been indica-
tive of his name.*

“All sat, except the speakers. The substance of what
they said was: We were required to bring in the murderers.
They had no power over any, except two—the third had gone
away; and these had voluntarily agreed to come in, and give
themselves up. As their friends, they had come with them.
They hoped their white brothers would agree to accept the
horses of which there were, perhaps, twenty; the meaning of
which was, to take them in commutation for the lives of their
two friends. They asked kind treatment for their friends, and
earnestly besought that they might not be put in irons—and
concluded by asking for a little tobacco, and something to eat.

“They were answered, and told, in substance, that they
had done well thus to come in. By having done so, they
had turned away our guns, and saved their people.  They
were admonished against placing themselves in a like situa-
tion in the future, and advised, when they were aggrieved,
not to resort to violence, but to go to their agent, who would
inform their Great Father of their complaints, and he would
redress their grievances; that their friends should be treated
" kindly, and tried by the same laws by which their Great
Father’s white children were tried; that for the present, Red
Bird and Wekau should not be put in irons; that they
ghould all have something to eat, and tobacco to smoke. We
advised them to warn their people against killing ours; and
endeavored, also, to impress them with a proper notion of their
own weakness, and the extent of our power, &e.

“Having heard this, the Red Bird stood up—the com-
manding officer, Major Whistler, a few paces in front of the

*Col. CuHiLps, In his Recollections of Wisconsin, vol. 1V, Wis. Hist. Colls.,
p. 173, describes ReEp-Birp as he saw him on the same occasion: *“He was
dressed in fine style, having on a suit made of neatly dried buffalo skins, perfectly
white, and as soft as a kid glove; and on each shoulder, to supply the place of

an epaulette, was fastened a perserved red-bird—hence the name of this
noted chief, REp-Birp.



